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“One ought, every day at least,
to hear a little song, read a
good poem, see a fine picture,
and, if it were possible, to
speak a few reasonable words.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,
‘William Meister’s Apprenticeship’
(originally published in 1795, Germany)

Welcome
Welcome to the autumn edition of Anon... – no, you
haven’t missed the summer edition, we were having such
a great summer enjoying a bit of Covid freedom that time
just passed us by! But we are back in the autumn with the
Art Edition in honour of 2 great art exhibitions in Canberra
(Botticelli to Van Gogh) and here in Adelaide (Clarice
Beckett – which has just closed). We talk to the volunteer
who manages our popular art section and give you some
interesting facts and trivia about art and artists. Plus, what
is coming up in the Bookshop. Thanks for your patience!
We’ll be back in touch in the winter.
EB – editor

Books about the art world in the Bookshop.

{If you have been sent this newsletter by a friend, please take a
moment to go to our Website, Facebook and Instagram pages
and learn more about us. We’d love for you to sign up for the
newsletter and follow us on Facebook and of course visit the
Bookshop to browse our broad collection of affordably priced
second hand books.}

Artemisia Who?

Self-portrait as a Lute Player (1615-1617)

The COVID-19 pandemic kept most of the world’s art
museums closed during 2020 and drove art enthusiasts
online. Research conducted in early 2021 looked at the
Google search engine in countries across the world to find
out which artists were searched for the most in 2020 and
who has been most popular in each country throughout
the pandemic.
The top 4 worldwide were Leonardo Da Vinci, Frida Kahlo,
Van Gogh and Artemisia Gentileschi. The latter was the top
search for Australia and NZ - but who is, or was Artemisia
Gentileschi?

Artemisia Gentileschi (1593-1653) was the daughter of an
accomplished painter and was afforded access to the art
world at a young age. She was one of the most popular
painters of her day, her first signed and dated work
(Susanna and the Elders) was painted in her teens.

Susanna and the Elders
(Schloss Weißenstein collection, in Pommersfelden, Germany)

As a noted painter of the Italian Baroque period, she did
not let her gender hold her back from her subject matter.
She painted large-scale biblical and mythological
paintings, just like her male counterparts and was the first
woman accepted to the prestigious Fine Art Academy in
Florence.
Her legacy is sometimes overshadowed by her biography, at a young age she studied under the painter Agostino
Tassi who raped her over a period of time. The ensuing trial
– with its salacious details and airing of the seamy side of
the Baroque art world – became the talk of the town and
tarnished her reputation. While she was one of the few
female artists of her time who was able to work and live as
an artist, her work was largely ignored until the late 20th
century.

Abused, dishonoured and forgotten, the great artist’s
terrible luck continued – the National Gallery in London
was set to host an exhibition of her works in 2020 but it
became a victim of Covid 19 closures and postponed six
months.

For more information:
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/10/05/a-fuller-pictur
e-of-artemisia-gentileschi
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/mar/16/artemi
sia-gentileschi-national-gallery-exhibition-postponed-coronavir
us
https://www.artsupplies.co.uk/blog/the-most-googled-artist-in-e
very-country-in-the-world/
Vigue, J “Great Masters of Western Art’ Watson-Guptill, 2002

Life Cycle of an Oxfam Book:
3. Shelving - Art

Illustration by E.Browne

Our next stop in the adventures of an Oxfam Book is
making it onto the shelves. After having been sorted into
the subject specialists boxes, a dedicated team of
volunteers sort, price and put the books on the shelf.
Elisa is in charge of the art books. The art section is one of
our most popular areas getting on average between 30
and 50 books donated per week. Most of the pricing work
is done at home by Elisa as she looks most of them up
online to see what they are worth - the bookshop price is a
fraction of the price it can be bought from other online
sites.
Books are priced and put on the shelves in roughly the
order in which they come in and in busy times this can
mean a gap of weeks between donation and appearing on
the shelves. Depending on volume, books usually spend
approx. 3 months on the shelf before they are culled to
make way for new donations.
The average price of art books ranges from $3 to $20, with
some pricing up in the $50 - $60 range. Occasionally a rare
or first edition will be donated. On one occasion a book by
Albert Tucker was found to be a numbered copy with an
original print by Tucker in it. For security reasons books of
that value are not sold in the shop and end up sold
through other avenues (to realise their best price for the
Bookshop). However, it raised a considerable sum for
Oxfam!

Elisa restocking the Bookshop’s Art bookshelves.

The range of books donated is immense - from Egyptian
to Contemporary, known and lesser known artists. We
often get publications produced by the Art Gallery of SA
for their exhibitions, which are usually superb, and seldom
have a price of more than $20.

On display for sale in the Bookshop last week
- in ‘as new’ condition.

We also have quite a few “How to …” art books which are
usually not of a high price. One of the more unusual
donations was a book about dogs in art where well known
paintings had a dog put into them!

From the Bookshelves

The art section is just one of a number of areas which
works hard to maintain a fresh supply of well priced books
on our shelves. We thank all our donors and especially
Elisa for her dedication and enthusiasm for the role - it
certainly keeps her busy!
Next time – A chat with another subject matter specialist!
Who will it be?
(For a fairly exhaustive list of the range of subject areas you
will find on the Bookshop shelves, visit this list on our
website: www.oxfambooksadelaide.com/a-z-subject-shelves/ )

Art Trivia:
Who was the first woman to win the Archibald
Prize?
How many paintings did Van Gogh officially sell
during his lifetime?
Who was the first living person to have their work
displayed in the Louvre?
(Check your answers at the end of the newsletter.)

Art Fun Facts
Le Bateau, a famous piece by artist Henri Matisse, was
hung upside down in the Museum of Modern Art (New
York) for 47 days until a visiting stockbroker pointed out
the error.

80 year old Mr Tatsuo Horiuchi, makes works of art using
Microsoft Excel. Enamoured by its cheapness compared
to expensive editing software, he has spent the last decade
or so creating incredible art.

Image credits: Tatsuo Horiuchi
See more at:
https://www.boredpanda.com/80-year-old-excel-paintings-tatsu
o-horiuchi/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_c
ampaign=organic

The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston is the
scene of the most expensive property theft in history, and
one that still remains unsolved. In the early hours of March
18 1990, two thieves broke into the museum and made off
with 13 artworks, the value of which totalled a staggering
£500 million. They included one of only 34 existing
paintings by Johannes Vermeer, and The Storm on the Sea
of Galilee by Rembrandt. To this day, the museum still

hangs empty frames in the places where the artworks
were stolen from.

The Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam was the location of
a heist which saw paintings by the Dutch master removed
from its wall. In 1991, 20 paintings were stolen from the
gallery, worth almost £500 million – but the paintings
were found just half an hour later inside a nearby parked
car. It did, however, take another three months to track
down the thieves, who had abandoned the works after
their second getaway car was scuppered by a flat tyre.
https://art-crime.blogspot.com/2016/09/april-14-1991-museum-th
eft-van-gogh.html?m=0

Art was an Olympic Sport. The founder of the modern
Games, the Baron Pierre de Coubertin, was enamoured
with the idea of the true Olympian being a talented artist
and sportsperson. Thanks to him, between 1912 and 1948
medals were given out for sporting-inspired masterpieces
of architecture, music, painting, sculpture and literature.

Alfréd Hajós is one of only two Olympians to have won medals in
both sport and art competitions.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_competitions_at_the_Summer_Olympics)

And for those who dream the pictures in Great Aunt
Ludewine’s shed are masterpieces, read the following
article and find out how it did happen for some!
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/504146/6-valuable-works-art
-discovered-peoples-attics-and-garages

Bringing Old Masters
to Life at Home

Based upon: The Raft of the Medusa - Théodore Géricault
Recreation Artist: Adad Hannah.

Tableau vivant quite literally means a living picture, an old
artistic practice using posed participants or performers to
interpret well-known mythologies or fables and historic
events, or recreate scenes from novels and classic
paintings (which themselves were usually depicting
mythologies and historic events which used posed
models). Tableaux vivants occurred in medieval times
during significant events and religious festivals in which
actors imitated statues in large groups posed on
temporary stages along a procession route.
In the 19th and 20th centuries, the practice became
popular as a parlour game among the wealthy, and also as
a public entertainment from the refined to the crude,
before the advent of radio and cinema.

Balmoral Castle Tableaux-Vivants 1893. Sleeping Beauty (left) is
played by Queen Victoria’s granddaughter Princess Alexandra of
Saxe Coburg and Gotha.

More recently, a revival of tableaux vivants was witnessed
around the world in lockdown last year, prompted
predominantly by the Getty Museum’s social media
challenge #gettychallenge as a lighthearted substitute for
in-person gallery visits. Many of the re-creations shared
online were ingenious; improvising with what people
already had at home to cleverly convey the main elements
of iconic masterpieces - the main point being it was an
engaging distraction to dress-up and create the scene,
and then gratifying to share this lighthearted and
humorous entertainment with the world beyond the four
walls of home to feel connected. Here are some of our
favourites:

The Arnolfini Portrait (1434) - Jan Van Eyck

The Milkmaid (1657) - Johannes Vermeer

The Portraits of the Duke and Duchess of Urbino (15th Century)
- Piero della Francesca

Me and My Parrots (Self-Portrait 1941) Frida Kahlo

Princess Eboli (16th Century) - Alonso Sánchez Coello

Portrait of Stephy Langui (1961) - Rene Magritte

Spring (1888) - Édouard Manet

Find more Covid-19 tableaux vivants at the end of this newsletter…

And if you thought that was simply too silly for words (or
pictures!) you may find it hard to believe two bored art
lovers stuck at home went even further by creating an art
gallery for their pet gerbils Pandoro and Tiramisù … which
inspired one little 9 year old to create similar miniature
budgerigar and cat masterpieces for our house.

Mini Masterpieces for Pandoro and Tiramisù

For a video of the gerbils’ hectic gallery visit:
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/quarantined-cou
ple-builds-gerbil-museum-entertain-their-pets-180974622/

Images sourced from:
https://www.artnews.com/
https://www.boredpanda.com/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/
https://www.rct.uk/
https://www.fastcompany.com/

Bookshop News & Events
May was History Month

Throughout May the Bookshop had a large variety of
interesting local history titles and publications on display
to celebrate South Australia’s History Festival. Did you
make it out to any history events this year to discover
something new about South Australia?

It’s a DVD winter

This winter (and a bit earlier) most DVDs (unless otherwise
marked) will be just $1. We have movies but also DVDs on
a range of non fiction topics, e.g. history, music, self help,
and gardening among many others. We also have a range
of DVDs and DVD sets of TV shows ranging from your
favourites to hard to find Scandi noir and streaming hits.
So stock up and settle in for some winter evenings of new
viewings or nostalgia – we cover it all!!

An avalanche of donations

A few weeks ago some of our volunteers went to Adelaide
Books Sellers in Twin Street just off Rundle Mall with a
number of boxes and a very large boot! Adelaide Book
Sellers donated books to us as they are vacating their
premises. They are relocating but primarily going online.
Find out more at https://www.adelaidebooksellers.com.au/
We now have 53 boxes of books, both fiction and non
fiction that will be put out into the shop over the coming
weeks. Thanks to Adelaide Books Sellers for their generous
donation.

Trivia Answers:

1. Who was the first woman to win the Archibald
Prize?
It was Nora Heysen in 1938. Born in South Australia
and daughter of famed landscape painter Sir Hans
Heysen, Nora Heysen also remains the youngest
artist to have won the Archibald Prize at 27 years of
age. Her sitter was Mme Elink Schuurman.

Nora Heysen painting a portrait, [ca. 1936-1941],
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-145509609

The 2021 Archibald Prize finalists and the Packing Room
Prize winner were announced today (Thursday, May 27th).

2021 Packing Room Prize: Kate by Kathrin Longhurst

Further reading:
Nora Heysen’s Archibald Prize winning portrait:
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/archibald/1938/16506/
Nora Heysen:
https://theconversation.com/friday-essay-nora-heysen-more-tha
n-her-fathers-daughter-111074

2. How many paintings did Van Gogh officially sell
during his lifetime?
Vincent Van Gogh, whose works are now worth
near-uncountable millions, sold only a single
painting during his lifetime. It was ‘The Red
Vineyard’ purchased by fellow artist Anna Boch

whose brother was also a friend of Van Gogh. She
purchased the piece for about US$1,000 in modern
money.

La Vigne Rouge - Vincent Van Gogh (1888)

Portrait of Anna Boch by Georges Lemmen (1894)

3. Who was the first living artist to have their work
displayed in the Louvre?
Georges Braque (b1882), a Parisian painter most
well known for being the founder of Cubism
alongside Pablo Picasso. In 1953 The Louvre
commissioned him to paint three ceiling panels of
the Salle Henri II.

Les Oiseaux (The Birds) in The Louvre - Georges Braque (1953)

Art & Books
Without a doubt
I must read
All the books
I’ve read about.

See the artworks
hung on hooks
that I have only
Seen in books.

Leav Lang

We hope you enjoyed our newsletter and thank you for
your ongoing support of the Oxfam Second Hand
Bookshop!
Stay well.

MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

Every book bought makes a difference!
The Oxfam Second Hand Bookshop is 100% volunteer run, with
all profits dedicated to supporting the work of Oxfam Australia
fighting worldwide poverty, hunger and social injustice.

Current Opening Hours:
Tuesdays to Saturdays 10am - 4pm
Tel: (08) 8122 5870 (newish number)

5-7 Hutt Street / Adelaide 5000

www.oxfambooksadelaide.com
www.facebook.com/oxfambooksadelaide
www.instagram.com/oxfambooksadelaide

You made it through to view the extra Covid-19 tableaux vivants.

Decadente (After the Ball) (1895) - Ramon Casas i Carbó

George Washington (ca. 1803/1805) - Gilbert Stuart

Self-Portrait with a Monkey (1945) - Frida Kahlo

The Scream (1895) - Edvard Munch

Ivan the Terrible and His Son Ivan on 16 November 1581 (1883-85)
- Ilya Repin

A section from the confronting Guernica (1937) - Pablo Picasso

The Last Supper (1495–1498) - Leonardo da Vinci

The End.

